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INTRODUCTION

This publication contains the proceedings of a seminar held in Brussels on

2-3 March 1992, under the auspices of the Commission of the Eurocpean
Communities, Directorate General for Agriculture, as part of the Community
programme for research and technological development in the field of
"Competitiveness of agriculture and management of agnicultural resources (1988-
1993)" (CAMAR).

The pollinating impact of honey-bees and other such insects is vital for crops and
wild flowers. The economic worth of crops poliinated by honey-bees and insects is
difficult to define but has been estimated at approximately 4250 MECU for the EEC
(Borneck 1989).

Impoverished mellifera food resources , due to cultivation of semi-natural zones
(hence a lack of suitable nesting areas) , the use of herbicides and a massive use
of fertilisers affecting the variety of wild flowers, have resulted in a decline in
pollinating insects. Furthermore, the honey-bee has been affected by the
appearance of the dust mite and the markel decline of honey-bee products has
considerably reduced the number of beckeepers.

The dwindling population of insects is a major issue for the pollination of wild
plants and crops.

It is important to take this decline into consideration to improve our knowledge and
to define courses of action which would ensure both optimum pollination by
suitable insects and satisfactory thriving conditions.

The aim of this workshop is to assess the actual situation with regard to poliination
issues and inifiatives taken on local, regional and national scale. By summarising
existing information, it defines on ocne hand, what studies and research are
required, and on the other hand. provides guideiines for an overall pollination
policy based on safeguarding, developing and using pollinaling insects.
Complementary land development measures and suitable cropping techniques are
also examined.

These pollination guidelines will be consisient with less intensive, maore
ecologically and environmentally sound farming methods as encouraged in the
reform of the Common Agricultural Policy.
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